Michigan Parenting Plan

WHAT IS A PARENTING PLAN?

A parenting plan is an agreement, in writing, that you can make with the other parent on any aspect of your child's upbringing. The plan can cover where your children will live, who they can see, their schooling, holidays, religious and medical matters. A parenting plan can help you and the other parent be clear about arrangements for your children. 

HOW TO MAKE A PARENTING PLAN

The Family Court has a Parenting Plan Kit for parents. You can draw up a parenting plan between yourselves if you can both agree on issues affecting your children. Some family counsellors can help you to prepare a parenting plan. Family mediation is also a way of reaching agreement about the plan. A lawyer can give you advice about how the plan affects your rights.

IS A PARENTING PLAN LEGALLY BINDING?

An unregistered plan is not legally binding but it is a useful starting point in working out differences over the children. If you want to make your parenting plan legally binding, then you must register it with the Family Court.

To register a plan you will need:

· a signed statement from an approved family and child counsellor saying they helped you develop the plan, OR 

· signed statements from separate lawyers showing that each parent has had independent legal advice on the meaning and effect of the plan.

Then you must fill out an application form and provide other information to help the court decide whether registering the plan is in the best interests of the children.

CHANGING A PARENTING PLAN

An unregistered plan can be changed at any time if both parents agree. Once it is registered, a parenting plan is very difficult to change. The court can’t change part of it–you have to withdraw the whole plan and lodge a new one. To withdraw the plan, both parents have to agree in writing. 

Because it can be difficult to change a registered plan you should think very carefully about whether you want it to be registered.

WHAT IF WE CAN'T AGREE?

Either parent can ask the Family Court to make a parenting order or other orders if you can't agree on a plan.

If you can’t agree to withdraw a plan, the court can make an order if it is in the best interests of the children or if it is proved that one parent actually didn’t consent to the plan, such as if they were tricked or pressured into signing. 

GETTING HELP

Legal Services Commission

We can give you free general advice about how to make a parenting plan, what it should cover and the pros and cons of registration. We also provide a free mediation service, which can help you and the other parent reach agreement about the plan. However, we cannot prepare or certify a plan for you.

Legal aid is not normally available for a lawyer to prepare or give advice about parenting plans. If you require legal certification of your plan, you should see a private lawyer.

Family Court 

If you would like free help to prepare a parenting plan, contact the Family Court Counselling Service on 8205 2600. They can also sign a certificate to enable that plan to be registered, if the counsellor has seen both parents.

Private Lawyers

A private lawyer can give you specific legal advice about your particular plan and can also sign a certificate to enable the plan to be registered. They will charge you for this service.

This information is a guide to the law and is not a substitute for legal advice. It is not intended that any person should prefer to rely on the law as stated in this guide rather than choose to consult a lawyer. While care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of material contained in this publication, no responsibility will be accepted for any errors or omissions.
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PARENTING  PLAN

This Plan is:  ( proposed by Plaintiff.   ( proposed by Defendant.  ( approved as provided herein


This Parenting Plan is entered into by and between:

__Mothers Name_________  (hereinafter referred to as “Mother”)

and

___Fathers Name______   (hereinafter referred to as “Father”)

with respect to the parenting of their minor child(ren). This plan has been reached by 
[   ]  agreement

[   ] mediation     
[   ] Court hearing held on ____________.
[ X ] other   Request of Plaintiff

Although we are  no longer married or living together, in general the best arrangement for our child/ren is to have frequent and continuing contact with both parents. The well-being and needs of our child/ren are a major concern.  When the child/ren is/are in either parent’s physical custody, each parent will provide the child/ren with (1) regular and nutritious food, (2) clean and appropriate clothing, (3) sanitary and reasonably private living and sleeping quarters and (4) appropriate medical examinations and treatment.  Decision making is an important part of parenting and the parent who has the child/ren in their care shall make decisions about the child/ren’s day-to-day care and control.  As our child/ren grow/s and change/s and our life situations change, we shall be flexible and cooperative and communicate so we can continue to meet the needs of our child/ren.

In addition, when caring for the child/ren, each parent shall:

· Require the child/ren to obey and respect the child/ren's teachers and the law.

· Require the child/ren to attend all regular sessions of school until graduation, unless excused by medical reasons, the school, the court or both parents.

__________________________________________________________________  

POLICY FOR SCHEDULING CHANGES:


In the event occasional scheduling changes need to be made, a request for such change will be made at least __24__ hours in advance.  Requests may need to be refused from time to time.  Neither parent will schedule any activities for the child/ren that interfere with the other parent’s scheduled time.

[ X ]  When our child/ren is/are ill during a scheduled block of parenting time and cannot be with the other parent, this time will be made up as soon as possible.

UNINTERRUPTED TIME AND HOLIDAYS:


The Plaintif will have __128__ days of uninterrupted time with the child/ren each year with  _____ [   ] hours __1__ [ X  ] days advance notice to the other parent.  The uninterrupted time of either parent will have priority over holidays occurring during the uninterrupted time.
Mother will have priority for uninterrupted time in [ X  ] even-numbered  [   ] odd-numbered years.  Father will have priority for uninterrupted time in [   ] even-numbered  [ X  ] odd-numbered years.

[ X ] Both of us will discuss with the other parent our vacation plans with the child/ren.  “Vacation” is defined as a trip of up to ___3___ days away from home.

1.  RIGHTS OF PARENT WHEN CHILD NOT IN THAT PARENT’S CARE:


The following are the rights of a parent when the child(ren) is/are not in the care of that parent, unless those rights are denied in whole or in part by the Court upon a showing that such denial is in the best interests of the child(ren).

1.  
TELEPHONE:  The right to unimpeded telephone conversations with the child(ren) at least daily  at reasonable times and for a reasonable duration;


A reasonable time is defined as between 7:00 and 8:00 PM for 15 minutes.

2.
MAIL:  The right to send mail to the child(ren) which the other parent shall not open or censor;

3.
EDUCATION: The right of access and participation in education, including the right of access to the minor child or children for lunch and other activities, on the same basis that is provided to all parents, provided the participation or access is reasonable and does not interfere with day-to-day operations or with the child’s educational performance.

4.
EDUCATION: The right to receive directly from the child’s school upon written request, which includes a current mailing address, and upon payment of reasonable costs of duplication, copies of the child’s report card, attendance records, names of teachers, class schedule, standardized test scores and any other records customarily made available to parents;

5.
MEDICAL: The right to receive notice and relevant information as soon as practicable.  But, within twenty-four (24) hours of any event of hospitalization, major illness or death of the child(ren);

6.
MEDICAL RECORDS: The right to receive, directly from the child’s physician and other health care providers, copies of the child’s medical records, provided that a written request has been made to the provider, with a current mailing address and payment for the reasonable cost of duplicating and mailing the records.
7.
REMARKS: The right to be free of unwarranted derogatory remarks made about him, or her, or his or her family, by the other parent to or in the presence of the child(ren).

8.
ACTIVITIES: The right to be given at least forty-eight (48) hours notice, whenever possible, of all extra-curricular activities, and the opportunity to participate or observe, including, but not limited to, the following:


(a)
School activities;


(b)
Athletic activities;


(c)
Church activities; and

(d)
Other activities as to which parental participation or observation would be appropriate.

9.
TRAVEL: The right to receive from the other parent, in the event the other parent leaves the state with the minor children for more than two (2) days, an itinerary including telephone numbers for use in the event of an emergency; and

OUR PARENTING SCHEDULE WILL BE:

(listed days, evenings, overnights, times of day)
Our child/ren will be with Mother:  


1.  See following schedule
Our child/ren will be with Father:  

1. See following schedule.
The Holiday Schedule for the Child/ren is as Follows:

(Mmother” or “father” is defined under the headings Even Years, Odd Years or Every Year.  Tthe “hour and day” the child/ren will start the time with mother or father under the heading Start and the “hour and day” the child/ren will end the time with that parent under the heading End.)    *Holidays that are observed on Monday.

Unless otherwise specified, the Star/End times are defined as:

Start:  Previous day at 7:00 PM    
End:   Following day at 10:00 AM

SPECIAL DAYS
Even Years
   Odd Years

Every Year     Start/End

New Years Day

___Mother_____
    ___Father_____
____________
______________
   
*Martin Luther King Day
___Mother_____
    ___Father_____
____________
______________
    

*Presidents' Day

___Father_____
     ___Mother_____
____________
______________
    

Easter 


___Mother_____
    ___Father_____
____________
_____________
    

*Memorial Day

___Father_____
    ___Mother_____
____________
_____________
    

Fourth of July

___Mother_____      ___Father_____
____________
_____________
    

*Labor Day

___Father_____
    ___Mother_____
____________
_____________
    

*Columbus Day

___Father_____       ___Mother_____
____________
_____________
    

Halloween

___Mother_____      ___Father_____
____________
_____________
    

Veterans' Day

___Father_____
    ___Mother_____
____________
_____________
    

Thanksgiving Day

___Father______
    ___Mother_____
____________
_____________
    

December 24

___Mother_____       ___Father_____
____________
_____________
    
December. 25

___Father_____
    ___Father_____
____________
_____________
    

Child/ren's Birthday
___Father_____
    ___Mother_____
____________
_____________
    

_________________
______________
    _____________
____________
_____________
    

[ X  ]  Our child/ren will spend MOTHER’S DAY with mother and FATHER’S DAY with father each year.

[ X ] When a holiday falls on a weekend, our child/ren will spend that holiday with the parent they are scheduled to be with [  X  ] that holiday  or  [X  ] that weekend. 

[ X ] When a holiday falls on the Friday before or the Monday after a weekend, our child/ren will spend that holiday with the parent they are scheduled to be with [ X ] that holiday  or  [X  ] that weekend. 

[ X ] If the holiday schedule results in our child/ren spending 3 weekends in a row with the same parent, the other parent will have our child/ren the weekend following the holiday weekend.  This will result in each parent having the child/ren for 2 weekends in a row.

WINTER/CHRISTMAS SCHOOL BREAK will be divided as follows:
First Part, from __7:00__ o'clock _P.M._ on __Friday____ until 

__5:00_  o'clock _P.M._ on ___Sunday____ the child/ren will be with ___Mother_______.

Second Part, from __7:00__ o'clock _P.M._ on __Friday____ until 

__5:00_  o'clock _P.M._ on ___Sunday____ the child/ren will be with __Father__.  
or  

SPRING BREAK is defined as the following time period 
       Not applicable

Our child/ren will spend SPRING BREAK as follows: 

       Not applicable
EDUCATION:

Each of us will take responsibility for communicating with our child/ren's schools, to remain informed and to attend conferences with our child/ren's teachers and counselors.  We will authorize our child/ren’s schools to release any and all information to either parent.  Major decisions about education will be made by: [   ] both mother and father [    ] Mother  [ X ] Father.

COMMUNICATION:

During separation from our child/ren, we will maintain frequent contact with our child/ren by phone, letter, postcards, video, electronically or audio tapes. Each parent will respect their child/ren's right to privacy to such communication.  We will encourage our child/ren to communicate frequently with the other parent and we will help our young child/ren to communicate with the other parent.  We will inform the other parent of the address and telephone number where our child/ren can be reached anytime s/he is away from home for more than [ X ] 48 hours -or- _______ hours.  Each of us will provide the other parent with our current address and telephone number to allow us to communicate with and about our child/ren.

To protect our child/ren from any conflict between us, neither of us will question our child/ren about the other parent and neither of us will not speak negatively about the other parent any time our child/ren can hear.  We will communicate directly with each other and not through our child/ren and will focus our discussions on the child/ren. 

SAFETY:

We will not compromise the safety of our child/ren.  Further, we will 

· Personally supervise and control the conduct and activities of a child under the age of __12___ years except when the child is at school or in known or usual recreational activities or in the immediate care of another competent person.

· Not operate a vehicle when impaired by alcohol or drugs when our child/ren is in the vehicle or use alcohol carelessly when our child/ren is in our care. 

· Provide and use child safety restraints for our child/ren as required by law.

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEDIATION:

[ X ] In the event we cannot agree on substantial issues involving our minor child/ren, we will submit such conflicts to a mediator.  If we cannot agree who the mediator will be, we will file a motion asking the judge to appoint one.  We will not submit this matter to the court until we have made all reasonable efforts to resolve it through mediation.  The costs of mediation shall be paid __50__% by father and __50__% by mother.

LOVE AND AFFECTION:

Each parent shall encourage love and affection between the child/ren and the other parent.  Neither parent shall do anything, nor permit any other person residing in their household to do anything, which would alienate the child/ren from the other parent or distort the child/ren's opinion of the other parent or impair the child/ren's love and respect for the other parent.

READINESS:

The child/ren shall be ready and promptly available for all custody exchanges.  The child/ren shall be exchanged with sufficient clean clothing appropriate for ordinary activities.  We will arrive on time (no more than 20 minutes early or late) to exchange our child/ren, and we will deliver our child/ren's personal belongings at the same time we exchange our child/ren.  We will assist our young child/ren to remember to take the personal belongings and school supplies s/he needs.

HEALTH CARE:

The child/ren shall be provided with regular health, optical and dental care and each parent shall make sure our child/ren take(s) his/her prescription medications as directed.

· In emergencies, each parent can consent to emergency medical treatment for our child/ren as needed.  The intent is to take care of the medical emergency first and communicate with the other parent as soon as possible.

· We will communicate with each other on major health care for our child/ren.

· Each parent shall instruct our child/ren’s health care providers to list both parents on the health records.

· Each parent has the right to the child/ren's medical information and records.

· Non-emergency health care decisions will be made by:   (for each type of care, place an “X’ under “Mother”, “Father” or “Both Parents”)
Type of Care

By Mother

By Father

By Both Parents

Medical

________

_______

  ___X____

Dental


________

_______

  ___X____
Optical


________

_______

  ___X____
Orthodontic

________

_______

  ___X____
Psychiatric

________

_______

  ___X____
Psychological

________

_______

  ___X____
Special Education
________

_______

  ___X____
Addiction Treatment
________

_______

  ___X____
Counseling

________

_______

  ___X____

Any health care for the child/ren, whether or not covered by insurance, that would result in an actual out-of-pocket expense of over $500 to the parent who did not incur or consent to the expense, must be approved in advance, in writing, by both parents or by prior court order.  (Note:  The court may consider whether consent for out-of-pocket expenses in excess of $500 was unreasonably requested or withheld and order payment of the incurred expense in some percentage other than the Guidelines Income.)  

CHILD CARE:

The work-related child care provider shall be chosen by [   ] Mother  [   ] Father [ X ] both parents as determined by the parenting schedule.
If occasional (not work-related) child care is needed, we [ X ] shall be  [   ] are not  required to offer the other parent the chance to provide this care before seeking someone else to care for our child/ren.  The parent who has physical custody shall make any needed occasional child care arrangements and pay any costs.  

TRANSPORTATION:

[ X ] The parent who is receiving our child/ren will pick them up.  or

[ X ] The parent who is receiving our child/ren will arrange transportation for the child/ren.

The actual COSTS of transporting our children beyond __100__ miles shall be paid by each parent in the following percentages:  __50__% mother   __50__% father.

RELOCATION BY PARENT:

Neither parent shall move our child/ren more than __100___ miles without our mutual written agreement or a court order.

We shall give each other at least ___60___ days written notice when a decision to move is made.  The written notice shall contain:

· The new address and mailing address, as soon as it is known

· Telephone number, as soon as it is known

· Date move will be made.

· _________________________________________________________________

OTHER AGREEMENTS REGARDING OUR CHILD/REN:

[ X ]  Attorney Fees:  If the court finds one of the parents is in willful disobedience of a provision of this Parenting Plan, then the parent seeking to enforce that provision is entitled to costs and a reasonable attorney's fee at the discretion of the court.

Complete Agreement:  By signing this Parenting Plan we state that this written agreement contains the entire understanding of both parents and no earlier written or verbal agreements are enforceable.

Voluntary Execution:  By signing this Parenting Plan, we acknowledge we enter into this Parenting Plan freely, voluntarily and without any duress or undue force, pressure or influence and intending to be legally bound by the agreement.  Each of us is aware we are entitled to obtain legal counsel concerning any questions we have about this agreement before we sign it.

Duration:  Once this Parenting Plan is made an order of the court, by agreement or by default judgment, it remains in effect unless modified by court order.  

[    ] We understand our unsigned Parenting Plan (or a copy) will be delivered to our attorney(s) for review.

We understand our signed Parenting Plan (or a copy) will:  (check all that apply)
[ X ] Serve as our parenting arrangement until a custody/visitation order is signed by the judge.

[ X ] Be delivered to our case judge to be merged and incorporated into the final order in our case, at the discretion of the judge.

5.  MISCELLANEOUS:

If a parent fails to comply with a provision of this plan or support order, the other parent’s 

obligations under the plan, or the support order, are not affected.  Failure to comply with a 

provision in the plan or support order may result in a finding of contempt and a fine 

of up to $1,000.00 for each offense.

Under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Michigan, I declare this plan has
been proposed in good faith and is in the best interest of the child(ren) and that 
the statements herein are true and correct.

_________________________________________

[Mother]

_________________________________________

[Date and Place Signed]

______________________________________

_________________________________________

[Father]

_________________________________________

[Date and Place Signed]

______________________________________

12/8/2005

Page  7

